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MEETING MINUTES
ASCE WEST TN Branch Board
Friday December 9, 2011
WWW.ASCEWTN.ORG

Present

	Dr. Roger Meier
	Philip Stuckert

	Nicole Craven
	Wesley Goodnight

	Drew Cohn
	Daniel Bowling

	Tom Lawrence
	Doug Dietz

	Tommy Dunlap
	Chris Triplett

	Dr. Stephanie Ivey
	Russ Brasfield



Agenda Items:

· Call to order, establish quorum, approve prior board meeting minutes

Call to order: 12:05 p.m.  President Doug Dietz presided over the meeting.  A quorum was established with twelve members present.  Minutes were approved from the previous November board meeting.
                   
· Date for next Board Meeting

The next Board meeting will be held on Friday, January 13, 2012 at New Hunan starting at 11:30 a.m.

· Next Branch Meeting: 

January’s branch meeting will be held on Thursday, January 19, 2012.  The speaker will be Mrs. Heather Kraus, P.E., who will present a topic relating to the extension of Kirby Whitten road and its impact to the Shelby Farms Park Conservancy.  This meeting will be held at the U of M Holiday Inn, Medallion Private Dining Room, and the cost will be $15.  

· Future Branch Meetings 

The February 21, 2012 meeting will also be the Order of the Engineer Ceremony, and the speaker will be David Mockbee with Mockbee Hall & Drake, P.A. from Jackson, MS.  The topic will be leadership and ethics.

March 15, 2012 meeting will be presented by John Cornelison of the Corps of Engineers.  The topic will be Flooding of the Mississippi River in 2011.

The following month’s speakers are tentative, and will be confirmed soon.
 
· Section/Region News

Region News:
The Regions 1, 2, 4 & 5Workshop for Section and Branch Leaders will be held in Nashville on January 20-21, 2012.  Wesley Goodnight, West TN ASCE Secretary will attend the workshop for the West TN Section.

The Eastern Regional Younger Member Council will also be held in Nashville on January 20-21, 2012.  Daniel Bowling, West TN YM Committee Chair will be attending.
The Branch will give $1,500 to UT-Martin to help defray the cost of hosting the 2012 Deep South Student Conference.

Section News:
The Section will give $3,000 to UT-Martin to help defray the cost of hosting the 2012 Deep South Student Conference.

· New Business

Drew Cohn (with a second by Nicole Craven) made the motion to ask SAME to split the cost of the speaker for the Order of the Engineer Ceremony on February 21, 2012 with ASCE.  Each organization would pay $125 for a total of $250.  This would keep the cost at $25 instead of raising it to $30/person.  Motion carried, and we’ll contact SAME, and report back in the January meeting.

The nomination for the 2012 MJEC Award of Excellence is due January 27, 2012.  Drew Cohn nominated Chris Triplett, P.E. as our nomination for an Individual Private or Government Engineer.

The nomination for the 2012 MJEC Achievement Award for a Professional Engineer is due February 3, 2012.  Nicole Craven nominated Doug Dietz, P.E. as our nomination for a Professional Engineer.

The nomination for the 2012 MJEC Achievement Award for a Student Engineer is due February 3, 2012.  Dr. Roger Meier nominated Kelsey Ford (U of M Senior) as our nomination for a Student Engineer.

Discussion was held for the upcoming Integrated Approach to Sustainability Workshop, which is January 19, 2012 in Nashville, TN.  This is the day before (and at the same venue) as the Region Workshop for Section and Branch Leaders.  No one volunteered to attend, but we will keep looking for a candidate.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion was held on the nominations for the National ASCE President Elect.  The West TN ASCE elected to nominate Garland P. Rose as our choice for President Elect.

Discussion was held for the upcoming 2012 ASCE Legislative Fly-In, which is March 20-22, 2012 in Washington, D.C.  No one volunteered to attend, but we will keep looking for a candidate.


· Student Chapters (Roger Meier and Gene McGinnis/via telephone)

Dr. Roger Meier discussed the progress of the U of M concrete canoe and the plans for attending the 2012 Deep South Student Conference at UT-Martin.

Gene McGinnis reported on the progression of the CBU concrete canoe.  A mix design is in place, and plans are tentatively set to pour the concrete the first weekend in February.  Background planning sessions were also accomplished for CBU to host the 2013 Deep South Student Conference.  

· Younger Member Group (Daniel Bowling)

Daniel Bowling again reported on Canstruction 2012, which is to be held Friday, March 23, 2012.  The total turnout for schools was the highest ever (11 schools).  It will be held at the U of M Engineering Administration building, and will probably span both the first and second floors due to the large number of schools participating.  A total of $4,400 (11 teams x $400/each) is the minimum amount needed to sponsor the event.  Roughly $2,000 is already in place.  Sponsorships are still needed, please contact Daniel for details.

Possible future field trips were also discussed which include a trip to the Wolf River Construction area.

· ASCE Golf Tournament (Matt Caskey/via email)

No report. 
 
· Geotechnical Group (Tommy Dunlap)

No report.  

· Members Outreach (Drew Cohn)

Drew Cohn will write letters and/or emails to new ASCE members to welcome them, and ask for participation in all areas of West TN ASCE.

· Continuing Education (Chris Triplett)

No report.

· ASCE Newsletter (Nicole Craven)

Nicole Craven reported that the next newsletter will go out in early January, and will include all materials/events from November/December as well.

If you have news to report, please send it to Nicole at ncraven@bh-ba.com.

· EWB (Tom Lawrence)

The tentative upcoming project for EWB is a water well site in Bolivia, and fundraising needs to start very soon.

· Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 1:05 PM.

· Minutes:

Minutes were recorded by Wesley Goodnight, Secretary.  If you have any comment or changes, please email them to wgoodnight@ensafe.com or by phone at (901) 372-7962.
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