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MEETING MINUTES
ASCE WEST TN Branch Board
Friday August 12, 2011
WWW.ASCEWTN.ORG

Present

	Dr. Stephanie Ivey
	Matt Caskey

	Douglas Dietz
	Philip Stuckert

	Dr. Roger Meier
	Paul Gavin

	Nicole Craven
	Gene McGinnis

	Drew Cohn
	Dr. David Arellano

	
	

	
	



Agenda Items:

· Call to order, establish quorum, approve prior board meeting minutes

Call to order: 12:00 p.m. President Ivey
A quorum was established with six members present
Minutes were approved for the July Meeting.
                   
· Date for next Board Meeting

The next Board meeting will be held on Friday, September 9, 2011 at New Hunan starting at 11:30 a.m.

· Next Branch Meeting: 

The next Branch meeting will be on September 15, 2011. This will be a dinner meeting to kick start the new year for the West Tennessee Branch. At that time new officers will be installed and Mr. Dexter Muller, Sr. Vice President of the Memphis Chamber of Commerce will speak on Economic Development in the Greater Memphis area. The dinner is scheduled for the Memphis Racquet Club located at 5111 Sanderlin Avenue starting at 6:30 p.m. 

No branch meetings are scheduled during the month of October due to the National ASCE Conference here in Memphis.

· Future Branch Meetings 

It is anticipated that someone from the Corps of Engineers will be speaking at the upcoming November 17, 2011 meeting. Mr. Steve Barry with the Corps of Engineers may be the speaker. Mr. Barry is the Memphis District Readiness Branch Chief. He was the chief spokesperson during the recent Mississippi River flooding event. The board agreed that that meeting will be held at the University of Memphis Holiday Inn but suggestions are being solicited for a future meeting location.

In December or January, we plan to have Mr. Scott Fleming with Fleming Associates talk about the Salvation Army Kroc Center. The Memphis Kroc Center is one of 30 being constructed nationwide as part of a $1.5 billion matching grant program  established by the estate of Joan Kroc, wife of McDonald’s founder Ray Croc.
  
· Section News

The upcoming annual ASCE Tennessee Section meeting will be held in Smyrna, TN on September 23, 2011. 

The ASCE Region 4 Fall meeting will be held in Memphis in conjunction with the ASCE Annual Conference. The meeting will be held on October 22, 2011 and will be at the Crowne Plaza.

Dr. David Arellano gave a report to the Board about topics at the 2011 Geo-Institute Summit July 15-16, 2011 in St. Louis, Mo.

Anyone interested in serving on the Transportation Committee for the section? Gene McGinnis indicated that he could serve on the committee.

National historic civil engineering landmarks – National ASCE wants a picture of all the plaques to determine if the plaques need to be moved for security reasons or replaced due to age. Drew is checking out the only one for Memphis, which is Morrison’s Memphis Bridge (otherwise known as the Frisco Bridge).

President Ivey reported that ASCE National is requesting 2011 Outstanding Section/Branch nominations. They are due October 30.

President Ivey reported that ASCE is starting clubs for high school students:

· National ASCE is sponsoring a Pre College Outreach initiative. The initiative is a project that captures the imagination of students and increases their understanding of the role of civil engineering in the world? ASCE Pre-College Outreach wants to hear from you! ASCE is looking for dynamic lessons and projects appropriate for high school students to include in a new program: Civil Engineering Clubs – sponsored by ASCE.

These projects and activities will be tested during the upcoming school year as ASCE launches an exciting new initiative designed to engage students in hands-on, fun civil engineering activities. The activities will form the foundation of a multi-week club program led by ASCE volunteers, school advisors and students! The Metropolitan Section of ASCE in New York City is already testing this club model, and we are looking forward to expanding the program’s reach during the 2011-2012 school year.

The Club model is designed to include six after school “exploration modules,” each containing activities and suggestions for five 60-90 minute-long club meetings. Topics for the modules could include, but are not limited to:

· Bridges and Structures
· Transportation Systems
· Energy /Sustainability
· Waste Removal
· Clean Water
· Role of Civil Engineers in the Community

Modules will include active learning sessions, field trips, guest speakers, and/or culminating projects. They would like to have materials forwarded to them by August 23.

President Ivey reported on the following ASCE State Section Information. 

National ASCE Conference:
	The Section is hosting an icebreaker at the national meeting ($25,000). Sponsorships are being solicited. Each branch is expected to contribute $250-$1000, depending on branch finances. The Branch voted to provide a contribution of $1000 to the icebreaker. With branch sponsorship, officers can get reduced registration rates similar to what is offered to corporate sponsors 

Dinner/hotel for Region 4:

Region 4 will pay for all expenditures in advance, or at the door, depending on what is allowed by the venues. Will the hotel allow outside catering? We need to have details finalized and to the Region so that it can be sent out in time to give a couple of weeks before the cutoff date for hotel registration.

Scarecrows:

The national website has the scarecrow details. Teams will build the scarecrows with donated materials, but may also bring their own materials. Chris is trying to get the format changed to a competitive one. 76 scarecrows will be built for the St. Jude gardens. Heather Kraus, Larkin Gieringer, and Stephanie will work to get materials donated for the event. We are in need of in-kind sponsors to donate any or all of the following materials for the scarecrows:

· 2x2 Treated Lumber
· Clothing
· Straw
· Wire and/or twine

Does anyone have contacts or suggestions of companies that may be willing to
donate other than Lowes, Home Depot?

· New Business

President Ivey reported that the STEM Teacher Workshop is scheduled for August 20th at the University of Memphis. Currently, 28 teachers have registered for the workshop. Cutoff is 30 for the August 20th workshop. 

The Board talked about upcoming elections this fall for the West Tennessee Branch. There will be vacancies for Secretary, Vice President, and three Directors. The candidates are Philip Stuckert for Vice President, Wesley Goodnight for Secretary, and Nicole Craven, Chris Triplett, Russ Brasfield, and David Sutton for the three positions on the Board. Balloting closes the first of September 2011. Results of the election will be disclosed at the annual kickoff dinner. 

· Student Chapters (Gene/Roger/Ray)

Gene and Roger reported that students in both chapters are just beginning the school year. The contract has been signed with Just for Lunch to host the 2nd Annual Grapes for Geeks fundraiser and corporate sponsorships are being solicited.

· Younger Member Group (Carol)

No report. 

· ASCE Golf Tournament (Matt/Matt/Tim/Paul)

No report. 
 
· Geotechnical Group (Tommy)

Matt Caskey reported that the geotechnical committee meets twice a year. No meeting is scheduled for this coming fall due to the national conference here in Memphis. 

· Members Outreach (Drew)

No Report

· Continuing Education (Chris)

No Report. 

· ASCE Newsletter (Nicole)

No Report

· EWB (Tom/Phil)

No report.

· Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 1:22 PM

· Minutes:
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