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       MEETING MINUTES

        ASCE WEST TN Branch Board

Wednesday March 9, 2011
               WWW.ASCEWTN.ORG
Present

	Dr. Stephanie Ivey
	
	Tom Lawrence
	

	Douglas Dietz
	
	Philip Stuckert
	

	Dr. Roger Meier
	
	
	

	Gene McGinnis
	
	
	

	Paul Gavin
	
	
	

	Nicole Craven
	
	
	

	Carol Dodge
	
	
	


Agenda Items:

· Call to order, establish quorum, approve prior board meeting minutes-:
Call to order: 11.50 a.m. President Ivey
A Quorum was established
Minutes were approved.  Approved minutes will now be posted on the ASCE West Tennessee Branch Website.  
· Date for next Board Meeting
Friday, April 8, 2011 at New Hunan starting at 11:30 a.m.
· Next Branch Meeting: 
March 15, 2011 starting at 11:30 a.m.  The location will be at the EnSafe Inc. office classroom, located at 5730 Summer Trees Drive, Memphis, TN 38134 (attendees are asked to park in the rear parking lot).  The topic will be Shelby Farms Greenline Engineering Challenges.  The presenters will be Frank Gianotti, PE, with Tetra Tech and J. Ritchie Smith, ASLA, with Ritchie Smith Associates
· Future Branch Meetings 
On April 21st Mr. Garland Rose will speak about the upcoming ASCE Annual Conference to be held here in October.  There will not be any PDH’s granted at this branch meeting.  However members are encouraged to attend in order to support the Annual Conference and to volunteer their time and talent.  The meeting will be hosted by the ASCE Student Chapter at The University of Memphis. The meeting will be held in the Bluff Room in the new University Center. Parking will be included in the cost of the luncheon.  Parking is in the garage located adjacent to the University Center, which is accessed from Zach Curlin Avenue.  RSVP to Dr. Roger Meier at rwmeier@memphis.edu.
On May 19th, Mr. Scott Fleming with Fleming Associates will discuss architectural projects such as the Salvation Army Kroc Center. The Memphis Kroc Center is one of 30 being constructed nationwide as part of a $1.5 billion matching grant program established by the estate of Joan Kroc, wife of McDonald’s founder Ray Croc.

Mr. Harvey Matheny will speak on the Environmental Impact Statement On November 17th, for the proposed Third Bridge crossing the Mississippi River. 
Mr. Dexter Muller (Memphis Chamber) may be asked to speak at the upcoming September Branch meeting about the economic development in Shelby County.
Look for further announcements and locations.
· Section News
President Ivey reported that Chris Triplett will be holding a Region 4 meeting prior to the ASCE Annual Conference.  He is looking for a room that will hold up to 40 people.  Board Member Cohn stated that he should look at the Marriott.  Dinner arrangements will be at the Rendezvous Restaurant, if possible, or another suitable downtown restaurant.

· New Business

President Ivey reported that the University of Memphis Engineers without Borders Student Chapter has been approved.  Board Members Tom Lawrence and Philip Stuckert have been appointed as ASCE/EWB-USA liaisons.  The liaisons provide a link between the local EWB-USA professional and student chapters and their ASCE counterparts by promoting opportunities for members of both local organizations to become involved in joint projects, mentoring technical input, and activities.  

Memphis City Schools need speakers for the M2 program scheduled for April 2nd.  Materials will be provided to volunteers should they wish to volunteer and have no presentation material.  

Treasurer Meier reported on the Bob Beesley Memorial.  Mr. Beesley was a retired director at the Memphis International Airport.  He is recently deceased.  Dr. Meier stated that donations are being requested to fund a scholarship in an annual amount of $2000 per year.  The endowment must reach approximately $40,000 in order to meet this scholarship level.  The scholarship will be awarded on the basis of academic qualifications, integrity and financial need.  

Board member Drew Cohn reported on the technical tours tentatively scheduled for the upcoming ASCE National Convention.  He stated that tours are tentatively set for the Port of Memphis, the Burlington Northern Intermodal facility on Lamar Avenue, the adaptive reuse of the new University of Memphis Law School, the Beale Street Landing, the Fed Ex Hub, and the seismic innovations designed into the AutoZone National Headquarters .  
TSPE is sponsoring their Art Show on Friday March 25th.  An email announcement has been sent out to the membership.  

Board Member Nicole Craven reported that she is working on the ASCE West Tennessee newsletter to be included in our website.  Nicole will be reaching out to members 

Dr. Meier reported that Channel 13 recently aired a segment on their 10 o’clock news program on the ASCE Infrastructure Report Card.  The segment can be found on Youtube.com and www.myfoxmemphis.com.
· Student Chapters (Gene/Roger/Ray)
Gene McGinnis reported that CBU students had their canoe in good shape, and recently received back their steel bridge. This year’s competition is in Starkville, Mississippi at Mississippi State University.  Next year the competition will be at UT Martin and the following year at CBU.  Canoes weigh between 285 to 300 lbs.  Board Member Cohn proudly stated that his Purdue canoe weighed in at a slender weight of 185 lbs.  No explanation was given as to the success of the Purdue Canoe.  The competition will be held on March 25th and 26th 

Dr. Meier reported that the University of Memphis canoe is finished and that the steel bridge is being fabricated.   
· Younger Member Group 
Canstruction( is scheduled for March 25, 2011.  Chairperson Carol Dodge reported that five entries will be judged.  The event is set to be judged at the University of Memphis Herff College Administration Building. 
· ASCE Golf Tournament 
President Ivey reported that the golf tournament is set for May 20th.  Proceeds of the golf tournament will go to the recently formed Student Chapter of Engineers Without Borders.  The tourney is to be held at Glen Eagle Golf Course in Millington.  Matt Odem has offered to join the golf tournament committee.  Matt works for PSI, Inc.
The Golf Tourney raises approximately $2500 annually for the West Branch to use for local philanthropy.

· Geotechnical Group 

Dr. Meier reported that Dr. Delwyn Fredlund is scheduled to be in Memphis to give an evening dinner talk at the University of Memphis Holiday Inn on April 12.  The talk will be on Unsaturated Soil Mechanics.  Please stay tuned for further announcements.  
· Members Outreach (Drew)
 No report
· Continuing Education (Chris T.)
No report
· Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 1:05 PM
· Minutes:

Taken by Philip Stuckert
